
Shih Chieh Huang: Glowing Art, Glowing Fish 

Blinking, glowing, flowing, beeping. Installation artist Shih Chieh Huang  
transforms spaces around the world with everyday objects – plastic bags, zip  
ties, fans, electronic toys – that he reconfigures into moving, luminescent  
systems that seem almost organic. Recently, he got the chance to investigate 
bioluminescence in true organic systems as the first ever artist-in-residence  
at the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History, Washington, DC, USA.

Ciba® XYMARA™

Close up	Shih Chieh Huang: Glowing Art, Glowing Fish

Ciba Worldwide
We do business in more than 120
countries and have sales representatives
and technical expertise available
for our customers around the world.
P.O. Box
CH-4002 Basel
Switzerland

To find the representative nearest you,
visit www.ciba.com/find

INMYX The Online Design Magazine on XYMARA.com

Edition 2009
Copyright © 2009 Ciba Inc. All rights reserved.
All trademarks mentioned are either property of or licensed to Ciba and registered in relevant 
countries.

IMPORTANT: The following supersedes Buyer’s documents. CIBA MAKES NO REPRESENTATION 
OR WARRANTY, EXPRESS OR IMPLIED, INCLUDING OF MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A 
PARTICULAR PURPOSE. No statements herein are to be construed as inducements to infringe any 
relevant patent. Under no circumstances shall Ciba be liable for incidental, consequential or 
indirect damages for alleged negligence, breach of warranty, strict liability, tort or contract arising 
in connection with the product(s). Buyer’s sole remedy and Ciba’s sole liability for any claims shall 
be Buyer’s purchase price. Data and results are based on controlled or lab work and must be 
confirmed by Buyer by testing for the intended conditions of use. The product(s) has (have) not 
been tested for, and is (are) therefore not recommended for, uses for which prolonged contact 
with mucous membranes, abraded skin, or blood is intended; or for uses for which implantation 
within the human body is intended.

Please note that products may differ from country to country. If you have any queries, kindly 
contact your local Ciba representative. Further information at website: www.xymara.com/inmyx 

Ciba is a member of:

ep-02/2009, Printed in Switzerland

(�Ecological and Toxicological Association of 
Dyes and Organic Pigments Manufacturers)

 

	7|09

Twilight Zone. San José Museum of Art, ZER01 Biennial, 2008 
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These unexplained things – ambiguous, 
unknown elements – they fascinate me.
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INMYX: What was it like working with marine biologists for three months?
Shih Chieh Huang: I’ve always been interested in nature shows ... there’s different 
fish and organisms that I’ve seen on TV but never in real life. After the Venice 
Biennale, which was really hectic, the Smithsonian fellowship was a great time to 
get away from the arts and study these things ... hands-on, picking up the fish and 
touching it. They have this huge library of fish specimens. I would pick out maybe 
twenty jars of different fish and go into this room with a microscope. I’d just set up 
a little tripod with a camera, put it on Record and start looking at them.

INMYX: What elements in your work came out of this research?
Shih Chieh Huang: I’m not trying to mimic the fish. It’s more like I’m trying to 
grasp the unusual and strange elements of the topic. When I was asking the 
scientists, for example, about one fish that has a flashing light organ under its eye, 
a lot of the answers felt like just interpretations, they just happen to work. It’s  
never one hundred percent. And I was thinking, in my installations, people think 
different creatures are almost communicating with each other, but they’re not 
quite sure. These unexplained things – ambiguous, unknown elements – they 
fascinate me.

Huang’s next solo exhibition will be opening on February 27, 2009 at the 
Museum of Art – Rhode Island of Design (RSID). He’ll also be exhibiting  
in Australia, Germany, Italy and elsewhere in the U.S. in 2009; check his 
website for more details.
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